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SUMMARY 

The apostle John identified himself in 3 John only as the elder, the same as he did in 

2 John. At the writing of this, his final epistle, John was nearing the end of his life, a 
life that had changed dramatically some six decades before, when Jesus had called 
John and his brother James out from their fishing boat.  
 
The boys had left their livelihood and their father Zebedee to follow Jesus. While 
James was the first of the twelve disciples to die for his faith, John outlived all the 
others.  
 
John referred to himself in his gospel as the disciple whom Jesus loved, a title that 
highlights one of the great themes of all John’s biblical contributions, including 3 
John, the love of God working itself out in the lives of human beings. 
 

While we cannot pinpoint the date with certainty due to the lack of specific 
information in the letter, 3 John was probably written around AD 90 from the island of 
Patmos, where John was exiled at the time.  
 
John wrote his letter to Gaius, a leader of one or more churches in Asia Minor. The 
apostle had received a report of some difficulties caused by a man named Diotrephes, 
and John wrote to reinforce for Gaius the proper way to deal with the troubles. 
 
While Gaius was dealing with certain troubles in his area, John wanted to direct him, 
not only in how to respond to the trials but also how to relate to those who proclaim 
the truth.  
 
John’s three epistles are largely concerned with the issue of fellowship with God, with 
enemies of the gospel and, in the case of 3 John, with those who proclaim the truth. 
John wanted to ensure a warm welcome from the churches to those who traveled 
around preaching the gospel, offering them hospitality and a send-off in a manner 
worthy of God. 
 

Troubles had come to the church in Asia. Diotrephes had taken control of one of the 
churches there and used his power to ban certain travelling missionaries from coming 
to the church at all.  
 
At one point, the church had seen something of a leadership quality in him and had 
placed him in charge, but now in the top spot, the power had gone to his head. He 
refused to welcome those traveling ministers of the gospel to preach and take rest with 
his church.  
 
And even worse, upon receiving an earlier correction from John, Diotrephes refused to 
listen. This troubling situation prompted John to write to Gaius, commending the 
believers for holding fast to the truth and doing so with a loving attitude.  
 
These Christians strove to make the gospel a reality in their lives through the way they 
treated one another. And John, in response to this good report about the behavior of 
these rank and file Christians, encouraged them to continue to love and support those 
visiting believers who gave of themselves and ministered in the churches of Asia. 
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SUMMARY Continued 

How do you show hospitality to other Christians, particularly those who serve you and 

others in your local church and at churches around the world? Showing hospitality to 
others, particularly strangers, requires a level of trust and acceptance that is not 
necessarily required of us in our everyday lives.  
 
It forces us to rely on a common bond in Jesus Christ, rather than a particular blood 
relationship or shared experience. It forces us out of our comfort zones and into a 
territory where we must place our trust in God. 
 
John used words such as love and truth to describe this kind of living, and he used 
the negative example of Diotrephes to illustrate the dangers of going down a different 
path.  
 

We have a responsibility as Christians to live according to the truth we find in the life 
and ministry of Jesus, to care for and support those who serve God’s people. Our Lord 
was surrounded by people who took care of Him. Third John teaches us that we 
should do the same for those who carry on the teaching of Jesus in our own day. 
 

 

NKJV SELECTED SCRIPTURE  

1:2 Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just 
as your soul prospers.  

1:3 For I rejoiced greatly when brethren came and testified of the truth that 
is in you, just as you walk in the truth.  

1:4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth. 
1:11 Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. He who does good 

is of God, but he who does evil has not seen God. 
 

 

 
 

BIBLE TIMELINE 
 

94 AD John Writes his Third Letter 3 John 1 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://biblehub.com/3_john/1.htm
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