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Born:   In the city of Galilee 

Died:   65 AD,  Ethiopia 

Died:  Killed by order of the King of Ethiopia 

 

He was born Levi, the son of Alpheus. 

He was a tax collector in Capernaum. 

He authored the Book of Matthew in the Holy Bible 

 

Matthew the Apostle also known as Saint Matthew and as Levi was one of 

the twelve apostles of Jesus and one of the four Evangelists. 

 

Matthew was one of Jesus’ disciples. Matthew’s Gospel, along with the Gospels of 

Luke, John, and Mark, is an inspired—and thus accurate and true—history of the life 

of Christ. His Gospel is the longest of the four, and some scholars believe it was the 

first to be written. 

 

Before Matthew became a disciple of Christ, he was a tax collector or “publican” in 

the town of Capernaum (Matthew 9:9; 10:3). Matthew is also called Levi, the son 

of Alphaeus, by Luke and Mark (Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27).  

 

Although Luke and Mark do not come out and say, “Levi and Matthew are the same 

person,” we can deduce the names refer to the same individual because of context. 

Matthew’s account of his call matches exactly the accounts of Levi’s call in Luke and 

Mark, both in terms of language and chronological placement.  

 

Also, it is not uncommon for a person to be given a different name after an 

encounter with God. Abram became Abraham, Jacob became Israel, Simon became 

Peter, and Saul became Paul. It is likely that Matthew (meaning “gift of God”) was 

the name Jesus gave to Levi after his conversion. 

 

Tax collectors were absolutely despised by their own culture because they worked for 

the Roman government and enriched themselves by collecting taxes from their own 

people—often dishonestly collecting excessive amounts (see Luke 19:8). It is likely 

that Matthew was well-to-do, since Luke says that Levi hosted “a great banquet for 

Jesus” with “a large crowd” in attendance (Luke 5:29). 

 

Tax collectors such as Matthew were seen by the religious elite as very sinful people, 

so sinful that even spending time with them could immediately tarnish a good 

person’s reputation (Matthew 9:10–11). When Jesus was having dinner at 

Matthew’s house, with many other tax collectors and sinners present, the Pharisees 

questioned the disciples about Jesus’ choice of companions.  
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Jesus’ response is one of the clearest explanations of God’s heart and His gospel to 

man: “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call 

the righteous, but sinners” (Matthew 9:12–13). Jesus came to save not the “good,” 

self-righteous people, but those who knew they were not good—the people who 

admitted freely that they needed salvation (Matthew 5:3). 

 

It is impossible to save a person who claims not to need saving. Many of Jesus’ 

followers were from the poor, the rejected, the sick, the sinful, the weary (Matthew 

11:28). He never condemned those people; He forgave them and encouraged them. 

Jesus’ harshest condemnations were to the Pharisees, the teachers of the Law, and 

the scribes who thought themselves good, worthy, and better than the “tax 

collectors and sinners” around them (Matthew 9:10; 23:13–15). 

 

Matthew was one of the tax collectors whom Jesus saved. When called by Jesus, 

Matthew immediately left his tax collection booth and followed the Lord (Matthew 

9:9). He left behind the source of his riches; he left his position of security and 

comfort for traveling, hardship, and eventual martyrdom; he left his old life for a 

new life with Jesus. 

 

Matthew's Gospel 

 

Author: This book is known as the Gospel of Matthew because it was written by the 

apostle of the same name. The style of the book is exactly what would be expected 

of a man who was once a tax collector. Matthew has a keen interest in accounting 

(18:23-24; 25:14-15). The Gospel of Matthew is very orderly and concise. Rather 

than write in chronological order, Matthew arranges this Gospel through six 

discussions. 

 

As a tax collector, Matthew possessed a skill that makes his writing all the more 

exciting for Christians. Tax collectors were expected to be able to write in a form of 

shorthand, which essentially meant that Matthew could record a person’s words as 

they spoke, word for word. This ability means that the words of Matthew are not only 

inspired by the Holy Spirit, but should represent an actual transcript of some of 

Christ’s sermons. For example, the Sermon on the Mount, as recorded in chapters 

5-7, is almost certainly a perfect recording of that great message. 

 

Date of Writing: As an apostle, Matthew wrote the Gospel of Matthew in the early 

period of the church, probably in A.D. 55-65. This was a time when most Christians 

were Jewish converts, so Matthew’s focus on Jewish perspective in this Gospel is 

understandable. 

 

Purpose of Writing: Matthew intends to prove to the Jews that Jesus Christ is the 

promised Messiah. More than any other Gospel, the Gospel of Matthew quotes the 

Old Testament to show how Jesus fulfilled the words of the Jewish prophets. Matthew 

describes in detail the lineage of Jesus from David, and uses many forms of speech 

that Jews would have been comfortable with. Matthew’s love and concern for his 

people is apparent through his meticulous approach to telling the gospel story. 
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Key Verses:  

 

Matthew 5:17: “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 

have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” 

 

Matthew 5:43-44: “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate 

your enemy.’ But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 

you.” 

 

Matthew 6:9-13: “This, then, is how you should pray: ‘Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our debts, as we also have 

forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil 

one.” 

 

Matthew 16:26: “What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet 

forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?” 

 

Matthew 22:37-40: "Jesus replied, '"Love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your mind." This is the first and greatest 

commandment. And the second is like it: "Love your neighbor as yourself." All the 

Law and the Prophets hang on these two.'" 

 

Matthew 27:31: “After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his 

own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.” 

 

Matthew 28:5-6: “The angel said to the women, 'Do not be afraid, for I know that 

you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he 

said. Come and see the place where he lay.'” 

 

Matthew 28:19-20: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 

to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 

very end of the age.” 

 

Brief Summary: The Gospel of Matthew discusses the lineage, birth, and early life 

of Christ in the first two chapters. From there, the book discusses the ministry of 

Jesus. The descriptions of Christ’s teachings are arranged around “discourses” such 

as the Sermon on the Mount in chapters 5 through 7.  

 

Chapter 10 involves the mission and purpose of the disciples; chapter 13 is a 

collection of parables; chapter 18 discusses the church; chapter 23 begins a 

discourse about hypocrisy and the future. Chapters 21 through 27 discuss the arrest, 

torture, and execution of Jesus. The final chapter describes the Resurrection and the 

Great Commission. 

 

Connections: Because Matthew’s purpose is to present Jesus Christ as the King and 

Messiah of Israel, he quotes from the Old Testament more than any of the other 

three Gospel writers. Matthew quotes more than 60 times from prophetic passages 

of the Old Testament, demonstrating how Jesus fulfilled them.  
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He begins his Gospel with the genealogy of Jesus, tracing Him back to Abraham, the 

progenitor of the Jews. From there, Matthew quotes extensively from the prophets, 

frequently using the phrase “as was spoken through the prophet(s)” (Matthew 

1:22-23, 2:5-6, 2:15, 4:13-16, 8:16-17, 13:35, 21:4-5).  

 

These verses refer to the Old Testament prophecies of His virgin birth (Isaiah 7:14) 

in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2), His return from Egypt after the death of Herod (Hosea 

11:1), His ministry to the Gentiles (Isaiah 9:1-2; 60:1-3), His miraculous healings 

of both body and soul (Isaiah 53:4), His speaking in parables (Psalm 78:2), and 

His triumphal entry into Jerusalem (Zechariah 9:9). 

 

Practical Application:  

 

The Gospel of Matthew is an excellent introduction to the core teachings of 

Christianity. The logical outline style makes it easy to locate discussions of various 

topics. Matthew is especially useful for understanding how the life of Christ was the 

fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies. 

 

Matthew’s intended audience was his fellow Jews, many of whom—especially the 

Pharisees and Sadducees—stubbornly refused to accept Jesus as their Messiah. In 

spite of centuries of reading and studying the Old Testament, their eyes were blinded 

to the truth of who Jesus was.  

 

Jesus rebuked them for their hard hearts and their refusal to recognize the One they 

had supposedly been waiting for (John 5:38-40). They wanted a Messiah on their 

own terms, one who would fulfill their own desires and do what they wanted Him to 

do. 
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