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Born:  600 BC – Anshan, Persia 

Died:   530 BC – Kyzylorda (70) 

 

Cyrus was King of Persia (559-530 BC). 

Cyrus was used by God to fulfill Old Testament prophecy. 

Cyrus freed the Jews from 70 years of Babylonian captivity. 

Cyrus financed the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem. 

 

Cyrus is a king mentioned more than 30 times in the Bible and is identified as Cyrus 

the Great (also Cyrus II or Cyrus the Elder) who reigned over Persia between 

559—530 BC.  

 

This pagan king is important in Jewish history because it was under his rule that 

Jews were first allowed to return to Israel after 70 years of captivity. 

 

In one of the most amazing prophecies of the Bible, the Lord revealed Cyrus’s 

decree to free the Jews to Isaiah.  

 

One hundred fifty years before Cyrus lived, the prophet calls him by name and gives 

details of Cyrus’ benevolence to the Jews:  

 

“This is what the Lord says to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I 

take hold of to subdue nations before him . . . ‘I summon you by name and 

bestow on you a title of honor, though you do not acknowledge me’”    

(Isaiah 45:1, 4; see also 41:2-25; 42:6).  

 

Evincing His sovereignty over all nations, God says of Cyrus,  

 

“He is my shepherd and will accomplish all that I please” (Isaiah 44:28). 

 

Cyrus’s decree releasing the Jewish people, in fulfillment of prophecy, is recorded 

in 2 Chronicles 36:22–23:  

 

“Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by 

the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of 

Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his 

kingdom and also put it in writing: ‘Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, “The 

LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and 

he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 

Whoever is among you of all his people, may the LORD his God be with him. 

Let him go up.”’”  

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS808US808&q=barnabas+born&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LQz9U3MEwvytASy0620i9IzS_ISQVSRcX5eVZJ-UV5i1h5kxKL8hKTEosVQHwA509LBTQAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiYm5X65YDjAhUNnlkKHQoHDFwQ6BMoADAeegQIDRAG
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS808US808&q=barnabas+died&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LQz9U3MEwvytCSz0620i9IzS_ISdVPSU1OTSxOTYkvSC0qzs-zSslMTVnEypuUWJSXmJRYrADiAwD7ptwHPQAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiYm5X65YDjAhUNnlkKHQoHDFwQ6BMoADAfegQIDRAK
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2045.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isaiah%2045.4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2044.28
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Chron%2036.22%E2%80%9323


Vessel of God      CYRUS    Page 2 

 

Other Old Testament books that mention Cyrus include Ezra and Daniel. 

 

King Cyrus actively assisted the Jews in rebuilding the temple in Jerusalem under 

Zerubbabel and Joshua the high priest.  

 

Cyrus restored the temple treasures to Jerusalem and allowed building expenses to 

be paid from the royal treasury (Ezra 1:4–11; 6:4–5).  

 

Cyrus’s beneficence helped to restart the temple worship practices that had 

languished during the 70 years of the Jews’ captivity. Some commentators point to 

Cyrus’s decree to rebuild Jerusalem as the official beginning of Judaism. 

 

Among the Jews deported from Judah and later placed under the rule of Cyrus 

include the prophet Daniel. In fact, we are told Daniel served until at least the third 

year of King Cyrus, approximately 536 BC (Daniel 10:1).  

 

That being the case, Daniel likely had some personal involvement in the decree that 

was made in support of the Jews. The historian Josephus says that Cyrus was 

informed of the biblical prophecies written about him (Antiquities of the Jews, 

XI.1.2).  

 

The natural person to have shown Cyrus the scrolls was Daniel, a high-ranking 

official in Persia (Daniel 6:28). 

 

Besides his dealings with the Jews, Cyrus is known for his advancement of human 

rights, his brilliant military strategy, and his bridging of Eastern and Western 

cultures.  

 

He was a king of tremendous influence and a person God used to help fulfill an 

important Old Testament prophecy. God’s use of Cyrus as a “shepherd” for His 

people illustrates the truth of Proverbs 21:1,  

 

“The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD; he directs it like a watercourse 

wherever he pleases.” 

 

SUPPORTING SCRIPTURE 

Daniel 6:28 So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius and in the reign of Cyrus 

the Persian. 

 

Daniel 10:1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a message was revealed to 

Daniel, whose name was called Belteshazzar. The message was true, but the 

appointed time was long; and he understood the message, and had understanding of 

the vision.  

 

Ezra 1:7 King Cyrus also brought out the articles of the house of the Lord, which 

Nebuchadnezzar had taken from Jerusalem and put in the temple of his gods; 8 and 

Cyrus king of Persia brought them out by the hand of Mithredath the treasurer, and 

counted them out to Sheshbazzar the prince of Judah. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ezra%201.4%E2%80%9311
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ezra%206.4%E2%80%935
https://www.gotquestions.org/Judaism.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Dan%2010.1
https://www.gotquestions.org/Flavius-Josephus.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Dan%206.28
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2021.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Dan%206.28
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Dan%2010.1
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The Beheading of King Cyrus  

by Jean Simon Berthelemy 


